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OCCURRENCES 

l^ihFORREJGN   znd  D  0  Ai  ES  I  /C'K. 
Bojioff^  Thurfday  5ff r.  i^th,  i6$o. 


IT  is  iefipKi^  that  the  Countrty  JItMS  be  fur* 
nifhed  9fiee  m  mrpt€th  ()nr  if  any  Glut  o/0c« 
curtcnccs  happen^  ofccncr, )  vi(h  an  Ac* 
count  of  fkch  confiderahU  things  as  have  aT" 
ysvnd  unto  otsr  Notice.  . 

In  order  hereunto^  the  Puhlifljer  wiH  takf  v>hat 
fMws  he  can  to  obtAin  a  Faithful  Rebtion  of  all 
ftich  things  •  and  mil  particularly  make  himfclf 
htholden  to  fuchPerfons  i>  Bofton  xcbom  be  Knows 
10  have  been  for  their  own  afe  the  diligent  Obfer* 
fiCrs  of  fuch  flatters. 

That  whkh  is  i)erein  fropofed^  is^  Firft,  That 
Memorable  Occurrtnti  of  Divine  Providence 
rmy  not  he  ntglc^td  or  forgotten^  at  they  too  ofttn 
ate.  Secondly,  Thatpeo^Uevtryvphere  mayhv" 
ter  uffderftand  the  CircHnifiofices  of  Fubltque  Af* 
0frs^  both  nhr(}4d  und  at  home  'j  vhith  rmty  not 
enly  direU  their  Thou^hts\«  all.  tinsts^  butut 
fcrrtje;  simet  alfo  to  ajpfi  their  BuCaefles  and  Ne- 
gotiations* 

Thirdljr,  Thitt  fome  thing  may  be  done  towards 
the  Curing,  or  at  leafi  the  Charming  oftb^t  S\  i- 
rix  of  l.ying,  rohtch  prevails:  amongfi  us^  whe  s* 
fore  nothing  jh4l  ki  thered,  hnt  what  m  have 
reafon  tohelteve  is  true^  repairing  to  the  l^tflfonn. 
tJUhs  for  our  Information.  And  when  then  af^ 
pears  any  material  miftake  in  any  thing  that  ts 
colleHed^  it  fnMl  be  corrcded  j«  the  next. 

Moreover^  the  PubUjker,  of  theft  Occurrences 
is  willing  to  eugage^t  .that  whereas^  there  are  ma* 
t!jVz\k  Kt\>oti%^  malicioufly  inade^  and  fpread 
4moiig  Hs^  tf  any  well- minded  pexfon  will  be  at  the 
fains  to  trace  any  fkch  f^lfe  Report  fo  far  as  to 
find  oHt  and  CenvtStjhe  Firft  Raifer  0/ if,  he 
"pill  in  this  Paper  (  nnlefs  jufl  Advice  be  given  to 
io  the  contrary  )  expofe  the  Name  of  fuch  perfon^ 
AS-  A  mal  i^iious  Raifer  of  a  falfe  Report.  Is 
it  Jfippos^d  that  none  wili  dislike  this  Propofa!^ 
k»tt  fidch  as  intend  to  be  f  kilty  of  fo  villangHs  a 
Crime, 

T HE  ChriftianiTcd  Indians  in  loms 
^nso{  PlimjiHth^  have.  newlj  ap- 
pointed a  day  of  Thanksgiving  to 
God  f:ir  his  Mercy  in  fupplying  their  eftream 
and  pinching  NeccITitics  under  their  late  want 
of  Corn,'&  for  Hi$  giving  thein  now  a  orof 
pfft  of  a  very  .Comfortakle  Harveft,  Their 
Example  may  be  worth  Mentioning. 

Tis  obferved  by  .the  H^bandcncn,  tBat 
4ltho'  the  With-dravv  of  io  grw  a  (trength 


from  them,  as  what  is  in  the  Force?  lately 
gone  for  Canada,  mauc  them  think  it  gimoCt 
impolTible  for  ;hem  to  gee  well  thrxnigli  Ihc 
Al^airs  of  their  Husbandry  at  this  time  of  Lnc 
vear^  yet  the  Seafon  has  b^rn  fo  unulually 
favourable  that  they  fcarce  find  any  want  oC 
the-' many  hundreds  01  hands>  that  are  gone 
from  them  ;  wliich  15  looked  upon  as  a  Mer« 
cifu I  Providence 

While  the  barbarous  hJians  were  lurking 
about  Chelmsford^  there  were  miffing  al>ouc 
tbe  beginniug  of  ihisnionih  a  couple  ot  Chil- 
dren belong  ng  to  a  man  of  that  Town,  orfa 
of  them  aged  about  eleven  ths  other  agfd  a 
bout  n?ne  years  toth  of  them  fuppoied  to 
bp  fallf  n  into  the  hands  o.f  the  TndiAnt, 

A  very  r/^gical  Acadent  happened  atTT^^ 
^fr.ron/?7,  the  beginilmg  of  this  Momb.^ari 
Old  wuffr  that, was  of  fomewhat  a  Slleju  and 
Morofe  Temptr^twc  one  tliat  had  long  En* 
jbycd  the  reputation  of  a  S<fber  and  a 
A^un^  having  newly  buried  his  Wife,  The 
Devil  rook  advantage  of  the  Melancholly 
wbich  he  thereupon  fell  into^  his  Wives  cJif* 
(Qretioa  and  induflry  had  long  been  the  fu[5« 
porcof  his  Family,  and  he  ftcmed  l.urriccl 
wiih  an  impertment  fearthdt  he  Ihould  lunv 
come  to  want  before  hedved,  though  he  h^4 
very  careful  friends  to  look  after  hiiti  wtio 
kept  a  flridt  eye  upoahim,  leaft  he  fliould  do 
bimfclf  any  harm.-  But  ofte  evening  efeapine^ 
from  them  into  the  Cow  houfe^  they  there 
quickly  followed  him  found  h\m  banging  by 
a.  ^opr^which  they,  had  ufedtotyc  iheir  C/ilvts 
wUh^U  he  was  dead  with  his  feet  near  icuctt* 
ing  the  Ground. 

Epidemical  ^fv^/ and  A^tiei  grow;  very 
Cdmmon,  in  fome  parts  of  the  Country, 
whereof,  tho'  many  dye  hot,  )ti  ibcy  are 
fptely  unfitted  for  their  imploymcnis  but 
in  fome  parts  a  more  malignant  ffv^r  fcjem^ 
^  to  prevail  in  fuch  fort  ih«t  it  ufqally  goci 
thro'  a  Family  where  it,  comes,  and^  proves 
Mortal  unto  many. 

The  Small.pox  which  has  been  r??,ing  ir\ 
Bofl^n^  after  a  n-anncr  very  F.::traordinarv.  ii 
now  very  friuch  abated.  It  js  itoughx  thac 
far  more  i>ave  been  fick  of  it  then  were  yilU 
ted  with  it,  when  it  raged  fo  much  twelve 
vears  ago,  r.cvcrthelefs  ]t  h:^s  not  been  fi 
MoTtdl,  Th?  number  of  liical  that  fiavi 
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HjtdinBoJfonhythhh^  ViHtaHon  is  aT)out  ^^f^^^c^L,  they  would  pafs  tlie  L^^.  and  if 
three  hundred  and  twenty^  which  IS  not  perhaps  Land  make  a  Defcent  upon  Mount  ./.  Ac* 
half  fo  manv  as  fell  by  the  former.  The  cordingly  this  Colony  with  fomc  afi|ftancc 
Time  of  Its  being  moll  Cenjraty  i^as  fn  thd  froiti  out  kind  Neighbours  of  ^I'^oi^h  ;  fic* 
Months  Jw/y,  and  -^^^y^^^hen  tvra^  ted  out  an  Army  of  near  and  tn>€my  hun* 
that  fometinies  m  fomc  one  ton^rcgation  on  dna  men^  and  a  Navy  of  two  a<-.d  thirty  §ail 
a  Lords- day  there  would  be  Bills  deiinng-  which  went  from  hence  the  beginning'  6f  the 
prayiers  lor  above  zxihnndred  Sick.  \'  feized  laft  Augufi^  under  the  Command  of^hcJio* 
13 pen  all  forrifof  people  that  camt  in  the  way  nourablc  Sir  IVtHiam  J'htps. 

of  it^  itinfefted  even  Children  .  ^Jf  ^    .  In  the  m^an  time  th^,. Etffflijh  Colonics  &  " 

cf  Mothers  that  had  themfdves  undergorre  f^f 'Provinces  in  the  Weft  raifed  Forces,  fh« 
JDtfeafe  many  years  ago for  fome  fuch  were  Nutfibers  whtrcof  have  been  re|)nrted  fivc^ 
ftow  born  fall  of  the  Difcemper.  *Tis  not  or  fix  hundred.  The  Honourable  General 
eafy  to  relate  the  Trouble  and  Sorrow  that  It'iwrWp  was  m  the  Head  of  thefe,  and  ad- 
poor  ^ has  felt  by  this  tptatmical  Cotj^  vanced  within  a  few  n>ilcs  of  tht  /yal^  -^  jthf 
taj^tyn.  But  we  hope  it  will  Be  prdtty  nigh  tliere  had  fome  good  Number  of  Af^^uu'i  id 
Extinguifhed,  by  that  t4mc  twelve  month  loyn  hw  Forces^bul  contrary  loi his  txpeda* 
when  u  fiift  began  to  Spread,  it  now  un-  tion,  it  was  found  that  the  Canoo's  to  have 
happily  fpreads  m  federal  other  place^a*  been  ready  for  the  Tranfportation  of  the. 
jjTiong  which  our  Garrifcns  in  the  Eaft  are  Army  over  the  Lakf,  were  not  prepared,  ai\d 
to  be  reckoned*  fomc  of  the  greatcft  Sufferers',  the  other  f^auons  of  Indians,  ihat  (bopld 

jAUho'' /^//^y;/ d»d  a  few  weeks  ago,  m^ec  have  come  lo  this  C^^Y)4f^«,  IVni  their  Ex- 
\ivith  a  Difafter  by  fire^  which  conlufned  a-  cules,^  pretending  that  the  Small- pox  was  a- 
hr)\}t  trveniy  H IK jts  i\czT  liie  Miti^Creek^  yet  rtiong  ih^m,  and  fome  oiher  Trifles.  Tb<Sp 
about  midnight,  between  the  fixtcenth  and  Ger^ial  Meeting  wilH  fuch  vexmg  difap*» 
feventeenihofthis  Inftant,  another  Fire  broke  pomcmenLS  ta'-'ed  a  Conncel  rf  WaiC  wiiorc- 
lorth  n€2T>thQ_South'Mmti,Houf€^  wh\Qh  m  t  was  a^rt^ed,  Tl  ai  ii  was  jnu*ofrtj^|j^,,iQf< 
donfdmed  about  five  or  fix  houfes.  and  iiad,  tTiem  lO'ProfeciUe  the>r  l^tendtd  Expedjti^# 
almoft  carried  the  Mceting-houfe  ic'felfvonc.  However  he  iJifparched-Jiwaj  ilic  M^c^j^Kf' 
cf  tne  faireit  Editices  laihc  Country,  ii  ^pd  «he  f>trxh  'lertn  oncs^  vvli^  reti:rtc4 'Mih 
liad  not  remarkably  s^^Ch  the  Endeavours  fomc.  Succeft,   having  fldin  frveral  oTifim 
^'r.uv  rcopk  10  p'H  oiir  ^he  F^re    There. and brOi'ght  home  f«vcral  Ppifon^^, 
v/ere  iwa  morc  confiderableCireuml^ancci  in  wborn  they  ufcd  \n  a  manner  too  bacbsrOiMi' 
the  Calamities  of  this  Fire,  one  w  a*  ihat  a^  for  any  it^^i^jh  lo  ajjprovc  fhc,6cnerd|^ 
young  man  belcngmg  to  the  Houfc  wbeVc*  comirg  back  to  JllbAny^  there  happened  a 
the- Fire  began,  urinappily  penlhed  in  thcr  ^ifthdeiRandmg,  bci Ween  him  and  the  Ueivk 
Flames  ^  It  fecms  that  iho'  he  nughc,  foonerf;  tenant  Governour  of  New-york^  which  occa- 
awake  than  fome  or  hers  who  did  cicape>  yet  fioned   much   drtcburfe,  bpt  prfcduped  not 
lie  fome  way  lolt  ihrft  Wirs  tiiatfliould  have  thofe  efFeds  w  hich  were  feared  of  \t  SVhcra 
taught  hira  to  help  himfejf.    Another  was,  faV  i he  bottom  of  ihefe  mifcarriages  .is  van* 
^at  the  bcH:  furnilhed  PRINTING-PRESS^  Chd,  confcatiTcd,  il  any  peopk  further  ^Veft 
ef  thofe  few  that  we  know  of  m  yi^enca^  thjrn.  ///^^^^  have  been  T^iinpenng with  tl)C 
^as  loft  ^  a  lofs'noc  prelently  to  be  repaired.  Indians,  to  dekft  the  buhnefs  of  Candda^  wc 

There  lately  arnved  at  I'iftaraqva,  one  hope  time  will  difcover  it    And  if  Almighty 
Papoon  from  femhfoT^  in  a  (mall  Shallop,  God  will  h^MtCanadu  lo  be  fabdu'd  wkhouc 
v/hercin  he  had  ufed  loatseed  upon  the  plea-  the  alTiftanre  of  ihCfe  rhiferable  Salvages,  in\ 
fureof  Cafteett^  but  idok-  Jirs  oportunioy  ca  whom  we  have  too  much  cohfidc(1^  we  fhall 
j'un  away,  and  reports:-  That  a  Veffef  of  be  glad,  tftat  there  will  be  no  Sacrifice -of. 
imall  Bulk  bound  from  BnltoL  to  ^irgtma^  ,fered  up  lo  the  Devil,  upon  thFs  occafion  • 
having  b€(?n  fo  long  at  Sea-,  tiii  t^iey  were  Gbd  alone  will  have  all  ihc  Glory, 
preft  with  want,  put  in  at  Penolejcot  iriftead     'Trs  pofiible,  we  have  nou  fo  exactly  rcla* 
of  Pifcatac^i4a^.w\^zxt  V?i^  Ii^dtans  and  frtr^ch  ic'd  the  Cjrcumilances  ot  this"  bufinefs,  but 
jcized  l7er,  and  buicbered  the  Maltcr,  and  ,this  Accoum,  is  as.  near  exa^lnelj,  as  any 
lirveral  of  the  men  rbut  thai  hmifdf  who  thai  could  be  had,  m  the  Diidft  oi  many  va^, 
belonged  untc the  Ships- Grew,  being  a  J^j-.-  jious  reports  about  it. 
/ ^-man,  was  mere  tavourably  uied,  ^  found     Anoiher  late  matter  of  difcourfc,  hasbtea 
a:  l^ngfii  nil  3<*»rantage  to  make  his  Efcap^rr  ^unaccountable  dd'crtiQion  b'e1allinga1>ody' 

The  chi£f  d[(coi>rre  of  this  month  h;is  been  of  Jndiam^  that  were  our  Enemies.  Thir 
aljoLit  the  affairs  of  the  Weftcrn  ExpeditiOii  body  of  French  indt^m  had  a  fort  fomewherc 
^z^zwiW  Canada  Tht  j^lbanians,  New-J'ork:  far  up  the River,  and  a  pwriy  Ot /W^^wo'i  rc- 
r/»and  iht  fiuc  Nations  of  hdtans^  m  th^  tufOHig  from  the  B'j/i^  Country,  where  they 
W^''/^,  had  long  been  prcfTirg  of  the  Mp{f achu^  t  h?L\'t  a^iz  great  rate  purfoed  and  terr-rfied 
/eti,  lo  make  arv  Expedition  by  Sea,  into  thQfe  Indtam  which  have  been  invadiBg  of 
Canada  and       made  us  believe,  tba:  thev  our  Nonh-E^jp  i'lamatitw^  and  Killed  chcif 


^t6  vidt  this  Fort ;  hwt  they  found  the  Fort 
tiiined,  the  Canoo  s  cut  to  pieces,  and  the 
jpeople  all  etcher  Burchercd  or  Capcivcd, 
This  gave  them  no  little  furprtzc,  and  they 

f''  ive  the  En^ltjh  this  "account  of  ic.  That  a 
ody  of  MiCjHas  latel/  returning  From  the 
Spoil  of  Canada  bfO'lgllL  fever^l  P tench  Pr%^ 
funers  with  them  Tnac  calling  at  this  Fort 
in  their  way,  the  ///Mahs  there  feemg  them- 
Telves  gnable  to  refifc  them  did  pafs  divci-s 


200  StiFpping  with  him  of  one  foffc  or  other , 
above  one  hundred  Sail  dayly  run  between 
Ireland  2nd  England^  jfjxiti  meat  for  Man  and 
Beail  ;  His  Maiefty  bemgyinwillmg  to  trult 
falfe  IrtUnd  for  ic-  trance  as  in  much  trou- 
ble (  and  fear  ;  not  .only  with'  us  but  alfo 
with  his  Son^  who  has  revoked  againft  him 
tetely,  and  has  great  reafon*  )  if  reports  be 
true,  that  the  father  ufcd  to  lit  wttb  the  Sonr 
iVtfc.    f-U  has  got  all  the  Hugomts^  and  all 


tomplements  with  them  and  partake  of  their  the  dillansfied  Papilh,  with  the  great  force 


Booties,  iThac  a  French  Captive  after  this, 
efcaping  from  the  Micjua'-s  mformed  tne 
iFrtnch  chat  thcfe  Udiant  hid  revolted  unto 
the  /^iCfAx''!^  and  hereupon  the  flench  or 
their  IndiAis  made  a  fadden  Sally  forth  upon 
them,  aad'  utterly  defrrcfyed  them,  rhd'  they 
were  inVealitv  of  their  own  party  Itill. 

Two  br<glijh  Cflfivts  efcapcd  from  the 
hands  of  the  Indians  and  French  at  P  fcuda* 
jncquady,  came  into  Port  [month  on  (be  fix- 


of  the  D.  of  Lorraigri^  and  are-  now  agamft 
him,,rcr6lving  lo  depofe  him  of  his  life  and 
Kingdom. 

It's  Reported  Ihe  City  cf  CorJ^in  Ireland]^ 
has  proclaimied  K.  WiUtam^  and  turrjed  their 
^'rcw/j  Landlords  out  of  Doors  \  of  this  there 
wants  ifurther  Confirmation. 

From  I'limnih  Sept.  2  2.  We  have  an  Ac- 
count, that  on  Fnday  the  ii/i?  Inftant,  in  the 
nighty  our  Forces  Landing  privatelv,  forth^ 
tcench  Inftant  5c  fav, That  when  Cape  A^afon  with  furrounded  Pf^ypfco'  Fort;  but  finding 


%vas  at  /Vf  Reaf^  he  cut  the  faces,  and  ript 
the  bellies  of  two  Indium^  and  thicw  a  third 
Over  board  in  the  fight  of  the  f>ewc^,  .  who 
informing  the  other  indtar/s  of  ir,  they  have 
in  revenge  barbarouH/  Butcher  d  torty  Cap- 
tives of  ours  that  were  in  their  hands. 

Tiiefe  two  Capri ves  e reaped  m  a  bhallop,' 
Iwrhich  our  Enemies  intended  to  have  fet  out 
with  all  the  C<rcumitnncvS  of  ^  Fuhirtg  Shal- 
lop H'U  to  have  indeed  fi  I'd  it  with  Ifduns 
that  fhoald  have  Clap^t  on  b-'jard  any  ^nglil^i 
Vc'^c?  «-h:^ccai\ie  m  their  way  They  fay  that 
aboiu  tnrce  or  four  weeks  a^o.  Tome  Ind^ms 
were  Commg  this  way  to  War,  but  croffing 
a  pa:h  which  they  fuppofed  to  be  of  t!ie  M.i. 
iqna'Sj  they  followed  it  until  they  difcov.ered 
a  place  v/here  fomc  Canoo's  were  making, 
whereupon  twenty  KentuJ^uk  Indiar.'^^zxxx 
ors  wen:  to  look  furthet  afrer  the  bufinefs, 
vvho  nc  -er  yet  rerurned.  Which  gives  hope 
that  they  may  Come  fhorc  home  but  upon 
this  the  SijtJciwf  are  fent  to  Penotfcot^  and  the 
men  (land  on  their  Defence. 


no  Indians  there,  they  March  d  to  Amunff* 
coggin.  There  on  the  Lords-day,  they  killed 
and  took  15  or  1 6  of  the  Enenjy,  and  reco- 
vered five  Bf'iitili,C;^^x\Mt%^  moilly  beloiigiPg 
to  0){te  ^/^tver whoadvifed,  tha;  tbe  men 
had  been  ^one  about  ten  days  down  to  a  Ri- 
ver, to  meet  wuh  ihe  Fr^mu^  and  the  French 
//j^iidff/ ;  where  rhe>  t:xpcdled  to  pake, up  a 
Bo?iy  pi  ibo  rpen.  ana  oeugn  brft  againft 

On  tuefday^  i  he  ^  rmy  c^raima  .ot  l 
Aaai:£}uoUy  bet  one  of  The  Vclkis  tc  a^,,»ng 
a  Ground  ffopt  Tide  vvh  ch  -^ssi:^.. 
yo(!hg  ^''^ctcf,whowasaconfiderabkdiftancc 
up  the  Rlv^r,  above  Amnofcnggtn  Fort,  be- 
ing advifed  by  an  Indian  that  ran  away  front 
A.'^ni,fcnggw^  tha  an  EngUfli  Army  was  there, 
attempted  his  Ercapc,.,and  came  down  to 
the  Sloop,  juft  as  they  (^mton  their  Sad. 

On  Thurfdav,  they  landed  at  Saco  •  a.Scout 
of  60  men  of  ours  difcover  a  party  of  the£- 
nemvj  and  had  the  Advantage  of  killing  three 
of  them,  and  of  taking  fnne  Camoj^  and  aa 


rived  here  a  fmall  VefTel  from  BartAdoes^  in 
vvhich  is  a  Letter  to  Captain  H.  K,  of  x^ih 
Augufi  that  fpeaks  thus, 

Chrtftophers  is  wholly  tak^n  from  the  trench 
as^Tfo  a  fmall  Ifland  called  ^^taaa 


wc  are 


PonfmoHch ^Sjpt^  20  h.  Two  days  fince       Englifh cap^ve named,  Thorrias  Bak^r]vjbo  m 

formed,  that  the  Enemy  had  left  2  confjdera- 
ble  Plunder  at  /'ffyp/cw/. Plains,  which  he  (up- 
poied  the  Erremy  was  gone  to  fecure  Where- 
upon the  Army  immediately  embark'd,  and 
.  .  arriyine  there  ihar  nighr,  .the  next  morninf' 

very  ftrong-m  Shippmg,  and  our  Ships  of  found  t*f»e Be vcr-prunder  accordinoiy 
War  sre  now  gone  for  fcbago,  a  very  good  While  our  Vcllels  where  at  Anchor  in  O/l 
place  to  Hieiter  from  any  Storms,  after  the  cne.Bay,  dtir  Auxiliary- Indians  Icdginz  oa 
fufpicious  months  ere  over,  they  will  Attack  fhofc.  and  being  too  caielefs  in  ibeir  Watch, 
the  refl  oUht  French  places.  We  have  News  the  Eneri^V  made  an  Anaque  ufon  them.  1  he 
btrt  ibzt  KAVillsa^:is  fafe  arrived  m  he.  £r^^iijh  fonh  wnh  repaired  lo  their  Relief - 


and  ts  marched  with  one  hundred  and 
forty  thou  fund  Foot  and  Ho^fe.  Himfeif  leads 
th:  Body^  Duke  Scomburgh  the  right  Wing, 
and  the  Earl  of  O:icford  the  left  Wmg,  Duke 
H^^ntlion  of  i>co} land  leads  the  forlorn  Hope 
ivith  r^r.  t^vtifund  men  cnder  him.  Great  vi- 
Itory  they  dayiy  have,  and  much  people  day- 
ly come  in  to  hjm,  with  fubmifTion  :  He  has 


bnt  were  forelv  galled,  by  an  Emhufcado  of 
Indians,  The  Enemy  loon  quitted  the  Field, 
efcaping  with  their  Canot^'s^  whereof  ours 
took  fevcral.  In  the  S-j^-prife,  we  IcPj  9  men, 
r.Tid  had  about  20  wounded  ,  the  blow  ch»Ll- 
ly  fell  on  oar  dear /^nfr.t^.f,  the  FluHouth  tor, 
cts^  15  bemg  kili'dand  wounded  of  Capiaia 


Southwonh'i  Company. 
Prmted  by     fierce,  for  Serjmn  //<im/,  ai  t{ie  Uf:;i»nkof(e,&o,fc, 
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THE  OLDEST  PAPER  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES 

Given  Away  With  the  25th  Anniversary  Number  of  The 
Boston  Globe,  Thursday,  March  4,  J 897. 


Dr  Samuel  A.  Green  of  the  Massachusetts  Historical  So- 
ciety Tells  how  he  Found  the  only  Copy  extant: 

The  three  foresroing  pages  of  this  supplement, 
are  given  to  the  readers  of  The  Boston  Globe 
March  4,  1897,  on  the  ?5th  anniversary  of  its  estab- 
lishment, form  a  facsimile  reproduction  of  the  eai-liest 
new;jpaper  printed  on  the, American  continent,  and  is 
taken  from  the  single  copy  extant,  now  preserved 
among  the  archives  of  the  Public  Record  offlce  in 
London.  It  is  reproduced  here  in  the  exact  size  of 
the  original  sheet. 

More  than  40  years  ago  the  late  William  Win- 
throp,  at  that  time  the  American  consul  at  Malta, 
told  me  of  the  existence  of  such  a  newspaper  in 
some  public  bureau  In  Tjondon,  and  even  mentioned 
the  year  of  its  publication,  but  he  did  not  know 
where  it  was  to  be  found,  and  had  forgotten  his  au- 
thority for  the  statement.  With  this  clew,  after  a 
long  search  among  the  files  of  various  offices,  I  dis- 
covered the  unique  sheet  in  the  Colonial  state  paper 
office,  and  made  a  copy,  which  was  printed  in  the 
first  volume  (pages  228-231)  of  "The  Historical  Maga- 
zine" (Boston)  for  August,  1857.  Before  its  publication 
here.however,  I  learned  after  my  return  home  that  the 
late  Rev  Dr  .Joseph  B.  Felt  already  knew  of  tliis  early 
print,  as  he  had  mentioned  it  in  the  second  edition 
of  his  "Annals  of  Salem"  (II.  14), which  was  published 
in  the  year  1849. 

Some  time  after  my  talk  with  Mr  WInthrop,  he 
sent  a  communication  concerning  the  matter,  signed 
rw.  W.,"  to  the  "Notes  and  Qiie.ries"  (London),  Feb 

ical.  May  23,  from  "CI.  Hopper,"  describing  the  sheet 
very  fully,  and  telling  where  it  could  be  found. 

There  is  but  little  contemporary  record  in  re- 
gard to  the  newspaper,  but  it  is  known  that  only 
one  number  was  issued,  as  it  was  quickly  suppressed 
by  the  colonial  authorities.  The  Massachusetts  histor- 
ical society  has  in  its  library  a  copy  of  the  printed 
order  supt>ressing  the  "pamphlet."  as  there  called. 
Which  is  here  given,  line  for  line,  after  the  original: 


Judge  Sewall,  in  his  Letter-Book  (I,  112),  under 
date  of  Sept  25,  1690,  also  refers  to  "the  first  sheet 
of  Occurrences,  which  comes  out  this  day,"  The 
order  of  the  governor  and  council,  and  these  entries 
by  Sewall,  contain  the  only  contemporary  allusions 
to  the  contraband  publication  which  have  come  down 
to  the  present  time.  Other  diaries  of  that  early  pe- 
riod still  extant,  though  few  in  number,  fail  to  men- 
.  tion  it,  so  far  as  I  can  learn.  Presumably,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  order,  copies  of  the  sheet  were  called 
in  after  they  had  been  printed,  which  v/ill  account  for 
the  extreme  rarity  of  the  newspaper. 

During  the  generation  just  before  the  issue  of  this 
pioneer  sheet,  among  persons  accustomed  to  the  use 
of  the  pen,  it  was  not  unusual  to  write  long  letters 
containing  items  of  public  interest  rather  than  of 
personal  news,  and  to  send  them  through  private 
hands  to  friends  or  kinsfolk  living  in  other  colonies, 
or  in  England.  Such  communications  were  called 
"news  letters"  or  "letters  of  news."  and  it  was  ex- 
pected by  the  writers  that  they  would  be  read  In  a 
wider  circle  than  that  of  the  family  fireside.  I  (have 
seen  several  such  letters,  which  in  their  day  had  been 
filed  and  indorsed  "Publick  Occurrences." 

Among  the  Massachusetts  archives  (XXXV,  83)  at 
the  state  house  is  a  broadside  entitled  "The  Present 
State  ot  New-English  Affairs,"  which,  late  in  the  au- 
tumn of  1689.  was  published  "to  prevent  false  reports.  * 
It  IS  printed  in  two  columns  on  one  side  only  of  the 
sheet,  and  gives  extracts  from  three  letters  of  In- 
crease Mather,  then  in  England,  on  questions  of  pub- 
lic mterest  and  importance  to  the  colony  of  the  Mas- 
sachusetts bay.  This  broadside  bears  the  imprint, 
"Do&toii.  Printed  and  sold  by  Samuel  Ctkphu,  IdRg  "  -And 
it  evidently  took  the  place  of  a  manuscript  news-'letter, 
so  common  in  those  times.  The  fact  is  significant  as 
showmg  a  phase  of  journalistic  evolution,  which  began 
Avith  the  written  letter,  and  then  developed  into  a 
sheet  like  the  one  just  mentioned.  It  was  also  a  fore- 
runner of  "Public  Occurrences,  both  Foreign  and  Do- 
mestick,"  which  would  have  been  issued  monthly  if 
the  authorities  had  not  interfered  and  stopped  the 
publication. 


B  Y      T  H  P 

GOVERNOUK^  COUNCIL 

HtBC^S  fornt  havt  leiet)  frefumtj  ta  Pfini   vtd  D'fp"  (• 
a  Pamphlet.  Pobl^ch  Octurreate  J,  bo(h  Pof- 

reign  and  DomeOick    Boflon.Thurfday,  Sf/>ff 2  ^(fc 
ifivio   tVutiout  tht  leafi  f'uity  ar  Cou^ientact  of  /lulbarity 

Thf  Gov«rnour  and  Council  hstJng  had-  ihe  pcrufal  of  ihefaid  Pam- 
pKIet,  and  finding  thai  Ihereirx*  contained  Rejections  of  »  very  high 
nalure:  Asalfo  fundry  doubtfyl  and  uncertain  RepoHa,  do  hei»by  ma- 
.nifen  and  declare  the^r  high.  Refentment  and  Difailowanw  of  (aid 
Pamphlet,  and  Order  that  the  fame  be  Sappre/Ted  and  called  in,  fliich- 
ly  forbidding  any  per.on  or  perfons  for  the  future  to  Set  fortt»  any 
thing  in  Print  %v:thout  Licence  firft  oWrilned  from  thofe  ihat  are  o«» 
fhAli  bt  appcrinred  by  the  Government  to  grant  fame 

Sy  OrOer  of  th»  Qaverpoar  <*  Ca^cil 

BofrO'i,  September  ioth.  1690 


vv 


,„^Cni5€f  Justice  Samuel  Sewall,  in-  his  Diary  (I,  332- 
333),  makes  two  reference.-;  to  the  publication,  and  in 
the  first  entr>'  tells  the  reason  Avhy  it  gave  offense, 
a-i  follows: 

Sept  25  (1690).  A  pi'iutod  sli^ft  .'iitituled  Publicli  Occ;ir- 
'  lU'cs  comes  out,  wliich  icives  imifh  distaste  because  not  Licensed; 
Mild  l>eoause  of  the  passage  referriug  to  the  French  King  and 
ilio  Maquas  (Mohawks). 

Oct  1.  Print  of  the  Governor  and  Council  comes  out  show- 
mg  their  disallowance  of  tlie  Publick  Occurrences. 

Oct  2.  :ir  (Cotton)  Mather  wiites  a  xeiy  sharp  letter  about  it. 


This  act  of  suppression  probably  for  some  years  re- 
tarded any  attempt  to  start  another  newspaper,  and  It 
was  not  until  April  24,  1704,  that  one  was  established  on 
a  permanent  basis.  It  w.xs  known  as  "The  Boston 
News-Letter,"  formerly  considered  the  earliest  news- 
paper printed  on  the  American  continent,  and  was 
continued  for  more  than  70  years.  In  the  issue  of  May 
5,  1707,  there  is  a  publisher's  advertisement,  whieii 
refers  to  the  paper  as  a  "Publick  Letter  of  Intelli- 
gence for  both  Foreign  and  Domestick  Occurrences," 
showing  the  continuity  of  the  name  and  the  probable 
traditions  in  regard  to  these  various  methods  of 
spreading  the  news  among  interested  persons. 
,  Samuel  A.  Green. 


